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PRE 

pREfo'sTEROUSLY. adv. [from prepojlerous.] In a wrong filia¬ 
tion ; abfurdly. 

, Thofe things do beft pleafe me, 

That bcfal prepojl'roufly, Shakefp. Midf. Night's Dream. 

Upon this fuppofition, one animal would have its lungs, 
where another hath its liver, and all the other members pre- 
pojieroujly placed j there could not be a like configuration of 
parts in any two individuals. Bentley's Sermons. 

pRE^o'sTLRousNEts. ii. J. [from prepo/lerouss] Abfurdity j 

wrong order or method. 

Pre'potency. n. f. [prapotentia , Lat.] Superior power; 
predominance. 

If there were a determinate prepotency in -the right, and 
fuch as arifeth from a conftant ropt in nature, we might ex¬ 
pert the fame in other animals. Brown. 

Prepu'ce. n.f [prepuce, Yr. preeputium, Lat.] That which 
covers the glans; forelkin. 

The prepuce was much inflamed and fwelled. TVifeman. 
To Prf/require. v, a. [pres and require.] To demand pre- 
vioufly. 

Some primary literal fignification is prerequired to that other 
of figurative. Hammond. 

Prerequisite. adj. [ pres and requifite.] Something previoufly 
neceflary. 

The conformation of parts Is neceflary, not only unto the 
prerequifite and previous conditions of birth, but alfo unto the 
parturition. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Before the cxiftence of compounded body, there mull be a 
pre-exiftence of active principles, neceflarily prerequifite to 
the mixing thefe particles of bodies. Hale. 

Prero'gative. n.f. [prerogative, Fr. presrogativa, low Lat.] 
An cxclufive or peculiar privilege. 

My daughters and the fair Parthenia might far better put 
in their claim for that prerogative. Sidney. 

Our prerogative 

Calls not your counlels, but our natural goodnefs 
Imparts this. Sbakefp. 

How could communities, 

The primogeniture, and due of birth. 

Prerogative of age, feeptres, and crowns, 

But by degree. Hand in authentick place ? Shakefp. 

The great Caliph hath an old prerogative in the choice and 
confirmation of the kings of Aflyria. Knolles. 

They are the bell laws, by which the king hath the jufteft 
prerogative, and the people the beft liberty. Bacon. 

Had any of thefe fecond caufes defpoiled God of his pre¬ 
rogative, or had God himfelf conftrained the mind and will 
of man to impious adts by any celeftial inforcements? Raleigh. 

They obtained another royal prerogative and power, to 
make war and peace at their pleafure. Davies. 

The houfe of commons to thefe their prerogatives over the 
lords, fent an order to the lieutenant of the tower, that he 
fhould caufe hint to be executed that very day. Clarendon. 

For freedom (till maintain’d alive. 

Freedom an Englilh lubjedts’ foie prerogative , 

Accept our pious praife. Drydcn. 

All wilh the dire prerogative to kill, 

Ev’n they wou’d have the pow’r, who want the will. 

Dryden. 

It feems to be the prerogative of human underftunding, 
when it has diftinguilhed any ideas, fo as to perceive them to 
be different, to confider in what circumftances they are ca¬ 
pable to be compared. Locke. 

I will not confider only the prerogatives of man above other 
animals, but the endowments which nature hath conferred on 
his body in common with them. Ray on the Creation. 

Prero'gatived. adj. [from prerogative.] Having an exclu- 
- five privilege ; having prerogative. 

’Tis the plague of great ones, 

Prcrogativ'd are they lefs than the bafe ; 

’Tis deftiny unfhunablc. Shakefp. 

Pres. Pres,prejl, feem to be derived from the'Saxon, ppeafe, a 
prieft ; it being ufual in after times to drop the letter oin like 
ca f es . * Gihfon's Camden. 

PRESA'GE. n.f. [ prefage , Fr. prafagium, Lat.] Prognoftick; 
prefenfion of futurity. 

Joy and fhout prefage of victory. Milton. 

Dreams have generally been confidered by authors only as 
revelations of what has already happened, or as prefages of 
what is to happen. Addifon. 

To Presa'ge. v. a. [prefager, Fr. prafagio , Latin.] 
i. To forebode; to foreknow; to foretell; to prophely. 

Henry’s late prefaging prophefy 
Did glad my heart with hope. Shakefp. Henry VI. 

What pow’r of mind 
Forefceing, or prefaging from the depth 
Of knowledge paft or prefent, could have fear’d 
How fuch united force of gods, how fuch 
Asftood like thefe, could ever know repulfe. Milton. 
This contagion might have been prefaged upon confidera- 
tion of its precursors. Harvey on Confurnptions. 

Wilh'd freedom, I prefage you foon will find. 

If heav’n be juft, and if to virtue kind. Dryden, 
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Dryden. 


Shakefp. 
Milton. 


2i Sometimes with of before the thing foretold. 

That by certain figns we may prejage 
Of heats and rains, and wind’s impetuous rage 
The fov’rcign of the heav’ns has let on higli * 

The moon to mark the changes of the Ikyf 

2. -To foretoken ; to forelhow. 

If I may truft the flattering ruth of fleep; 

My dreams prefage fome joyful news at hand. 

Dreams advife fome great good prefaging. 

That cloud, that hangs upon thy brow, prefages 
A greater ftorm than all the Turkifh power 
Can throw upon us. Denham’s Sophy 

When others fell, this Handing did prefage 
The crown fhou’d triumph over pop’lar rage. IValler 

Presa'gement. n.f. [from prefage.] 

1. Forebodement ; prefenfion. 

I have fpent much enquiry, whether he had any ominous 
prefagement before his end. JVotton 

2. Foretoken. 

The falling of fait is an authentick prefagement of ill | uc lc 
from whence nothwithftanding nothing can be naturally 

feared. Brown's Vulgar Errours 

PRE'SBY PER. 11. f. [prefbyter, Lat. irpar[ 3 ifTeo^.l 

1. A prieft. 

Prefbyters abfent through infirmity from their churches 
might b .’id to preach by thofe deputies who in their Head 
did but ■(! homilies. Hooker , b. v.f 20 . 

2. A prefbyic.'ian. 

And prejbyters have their jackpuddings too. Butler. 

Presbyte rian. adj. [7r£t<rj3vTff|gr , .j Conlifting of elders • 
a term for a modern form of ecclcfiaftical government. 

Chiefly was urged the abolition of epifcopal, and the eflab- 
lifliing of prejbyterian government. King Charles. 

Presbyterian, n.f. [fromprefbyter.] An abettor of prelby- 
tery or calviniftical dilcipline. 

One of the more rigid prejbytcrians. Swift. 

Presbytf/ry. n.f [from prejbyter.] Body of elders, whether 
priefts or laymen. 

Thofe which ftood for the prefbytery, thought their caufe 
had more lympathy with the difci^line of Scotland than the 
hierarchy of England. Bacon. 

Elea-bitten fynod, an afiembly brew’d 
Of clerks and elders ana, like the rude 
Chaos of prejbyt'ry, where laymen guide 
With the tame woolpack clergy by their fide. Cleaveland. 

Prescience, n.f. [prejcience, Fr. from prejeient.] Foreknow¬ 
ledge ; knowledge of future things. 

They tax our policy, and call it cowardice, 

Foreftall our prejcience, and efteem no a£t 
But that of hand. Shakefp. Troilus and Crejfida. 

Prefcienee or foreknowledge, confidered in order and nature, 
if we may fpeak of God after the manner of men, gocth be¬ 
fore providence ; for God foreknew all tilings before he had 
created them, or before they had being to be cared for; and 
preference is no other than an infallible foreknowledge. Rah 
If certain prefcienee of uncertain events imply a contra¬ 
diction, it feems it may be ftruck out of the omnifciency of 
God, and leave no blemifli behind. More. 

Of things of the molt accidental and mutable nature, God’s 
prefcienee is certain. South. 

Freedom was firft bellow’d on human race. 

And prejcience only held the fecond place. Drydsn. 

PRE'SCIENT. adj. [ prafeiens , Lat ] Foreknowing; pro- 
phetick. 

Henry, upon the deliberation concerning the marriage of 
his cldell daughter into Scotland, had fhewed himfelf fenfible 
and almoft prejeient of this event. Bacon. 

VV ho taught the nations of the field and wood ? 
Prefcicnt , the tides or tempefts to withftand. Pope. 

Pre'scious. adj. [ praj'cius, Lat.] Having foreknowledge. 
Thrice happy thou, dear partner of my bed, 

Whole holy loul the ftrokc of fortune fled; 

Prejcious of ills, and leaving me behind, 

To drink the dregs of life. Dryden's .-Ends. 

To Presci'nd. v. a. [prajeindo, Lat.] To cut oft; to ab- 
ftratft. 

A bare a£t of obliquity does not only prefeind from, but 
pofitivcly deny fuch a Ipecial dependence. A orris. 

Presci'ndent. adj. [presfetndens, Lat.] Abftradling- 

We may, for one linglc act, abftract from a reward, which 
nobody, who knows the prefeindent faculties of the foul, can 
denv. Cheyne's Philofophical Principles. 

To PRESCRIBE. v. a. [presferibo , Lat.] 

i. To fet down authoritatively ; to order; to direct. 

Doth the ftrength of fome negative arguments prove this 
kind of negative argument ftrong, by force whereof all things 
arc denied, which icripture affirmeth not, or all things, whic 
feripture preferibeth not, condemned. nri' 

To the blanc moon her office they preferib'd. Milton. 
There’s joy, when to wild will you laws preferibe. 

When you bid fortune carry back her bribe. Dryden. 

When parents loves are order’d by a fon. 

Let ftreams preleribe their fountains where to run. Dry en. 

- e J 2. To direct 
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PRE 

2. To direct medically. 

The end of fatire is the amendment of vices by correction ; 
and he who writes honeftly is no more an enemy to the of¬ 
fender, than the phyfician to the patient, when he preferibes 
harlh remedies. Dryden. 

The extreme!! ways they firft ordain, 7 

Preferring fuch intolerable pain, C 

As none but Cajfar could fuftain. . Dryden. J 

By a fhort account of the prelfing obligations which lie on 
the magiftrate, I Ihall not fo much preferibe directions for the 
future, as praife what is paft. Atterbury. 

Should any man argue, that a phyfician underftands his 
own art beft; and therefore, although he fhould preferibe poifon 
to all his patients, he cannot be juftly punilhed, but is an- 
fwcrable only to God. Swift. 

To Prescribe, v. n. 

1. To influence by long cuftom. 

A referve of puerility we have not fhaken ofF from fchool, 
where being fealoned with minor fentences, they preferibe 
upon our riper years, and never are worn out but with our 
memories. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

2. To influence arbitrarily. 

The alUiming an authority of dictating to others, and a 
forwardnefs to preferibe to their opinions; is a conftant con¬ 
comitant of thisbiafsof our judgments. Locke. 

3. [Prefcrire, Fr.] To form a cuftom which has the force of law. 

That obligation upon the lands did not preferibe or come 
into difufe, but by fifty confecutive years of exemption. Arb. 

4. To write medical directions and forms of medicine. 

Modern ’pothecaries, taught the art 
By doctor’s bills to play the doClor’s part. 

Bold in the practice of miftaken rules, 

Prejcribe, apply, and call their mailers fools. Pope. 

Prescript. adj. [presferiptus, Lat.] DireCted; accurately 
laid down in a precept. 

Thofe very laws fo added, they themfelves do not judo-e 
unlawful; as they plainly confefs both in matter of preferfpt 
attire, and of rites appertaining to burial. Hooker. 

Pre’script. n.f. [proferiptum, Lat.] Direction ; precept; 
model preferibed. 

By his prefeript, a fanCtuary is fram’d 
Of cedar, overlaid with gold. Milton 

Prescription, n.f [prefeription, Fr. pnsferiptio, Lat. from 
projeriboy Lat.] 

1. Rules produced and authorifed by long cuftom ; cuftom con¬ 
tinued till it has the force of law. 

You tell a pedigree 

Of threefcore and two years, a lilly time 
To make prefeription for a kingdom’s worth. Shakefp 
Ule fuch as have prevailed before in things you have em¬ 
ployed them ; for that breeds confidence, and they will ftrive 
to maintain their prefeription. Bacon’s E/Tays. 

It will be lound a work of no fmall difficulty, to dilbollefs 
a vice from that heart, where long polTeffion begins to plead 
prefeription. South's Sermons. 

Our poet bade us hope this grace to find, 

To whom by long prefeription you are kind. Dry dm 

The Lucquefe plead prefeription, for hunting in one of the 
dulse’s forefts, that lies upon their frontiers. AdJilon. 

2. Medical receipt. J 

My father left me fome preferiptions 
Of rare and prov’d effeCls; fuch as his reading 
And manifeft experience had collected 
For general fov’reignty. Shahf 

Approving of my obftmacy againft all common treferip- 
uons, he a Iked me, whether I had never heard the Indian 
way ot curing the gout by moxa. Temple 

Pre'seance. n.f [prefcance, Fr.] Priority of place in fitting! 

1 he ghefts, though rude in their other falhions, may, for 
their dilcreet judgment in precedence and p efeance , read a 
leflon to our civileft gentry. Car civ's Survey of Cornwall. 

Presence, n.f [prejence, Fr. prafentia, Lat.] J 

1. State of being prefent; contrary to abfence. 

To-night we hold a folemn 1'upper, 

And l’ll r^ert your prefence. Sha , gf 

1 he prcjcncc of a king engenders love 
Amonglt his fubjeds and his loyal friends, 

As it difanimates his enemies. Shakefp. Henry VI 

2. Approach face to face to a great perfonage. ^ 

and h l n CP , hcrd Dorusanrw ' ered with fuch a trembling voice 
and abalhed countenance, and oftentimes fo far from the 
nutter, that it was fome (port to the young ladies, thinkincr 
wiffiu^mfe Whkh ™ de hi ‘” fi> difcountenanced 
w .. Mcn th « ver y prefence fear, * ' *' 

2 SrZ r h |°" Ce tht 7 knew auth °rity did bear ! Daniel 
3 - State of being in the view of a luperior. ’ 

Thou know’ll the law of arms is fuch. 

That wholo draws a fword in th 'prefence Vs death. Sha 

In f U n °r by what p° wcr 1 am made bold, 

Jn Inch a prefenee here, to plead my thoughts. Shakefp 

In I r r hy , and w,th her Play 
in prefence of th’ Almighty. * J A , rh 

P " ha "“ 1 l,a,e mt f ° wdl confulKd repute of 


Dryden. 


Shakefp. 


PRE 

telleCluals, in bringing their imperfections into fuch difeern- 
ing prefences. Glanvitl's Scepf. 

Since clinging cares and trains of inbred fears, 

Not aw’d by arms, but in the prefenee bold. 

Without refpeCt to purple or to gold. 

4. A number aflembled before a great perfon. 

Look I fo pale. 

—Ay ; and no man in the prefence , 

But his red colour hath forfook his cheeks. 

Odmar, of all this prefence does contain. 

Give her your wreath whom you efteem moil fair. Dryden. 

5. Port; air; mien ; demeanour. 

Virtue is beft in a body that is comely, and that hath ra¬ 
ther dignity of prefence , than beauty of alpeCt. Bacon. 

A graceful prefence befpeaks acceptance, gives a force to 
language, and helps to convince by look and pofttire. Collier. 
How great his prefence, how eredt his look. 

How ev’ry grace, how all his virtuous mother 

Shines in his face, and charms me from his eyes. Smith . 

6 . Room in which a prince (hows himfelf to his court. 

By them they pafs, all gazing on them round. 

And to the prefence mount, whole glorious view 
Their frail amazed fenfes did confound. Fairy pjhiecn. 

A n’t pleafe your grace, the two great cardinals 
Wait in the prefence. Shakefp. Henry VIIL 

The lady Anne of Bretagne, palling through the prefence 
in the court of France, and efpying Chartier, a famous poet, 
leaning upon his elbow fall afleep, openly killing him, faid, 
wc mult honour with our kifs, the mouth from whence fo 
many fweet verfes have proceeded. Peacham. 

7. Rcadinefs at need ; quicknefs at expedients. 

A good bodily ftrength is a felicity of nature, but nothing 
comparable to a large underftanding and ready prefenee of 

In ‘ nd ‘ , L'Ejtrange. 

Errors, not to be recall’d, do find 
Their beft redrefs from prefence of the mind. 

Courage our greateft failings does fupply. 

8. The per Ion of a fuperior. 

To her the fov’reign prefenee thus reply’d. 


IValler. 


Milton. 


■ i n f [prefenee and chamber or room.] 
J The room in which a great perfon 


Presence-chamber. 

Presence-room. 
receives company. 

If thefe nerves, which are the conduits to convey them 
from without to their audience in the brain, the mind’s pre¬ 
fence-room, are fo difordered, as not to perform their fundlions, 
they have no poftern to be admitted by. Locke. 

Knelier, with filence and furprife. 

We fee Britannia’s monarch rife. 

And a w’d by thy delufive hand. 

As in the prefence-chamber Hand. Addifon 

Prese’nsion. n.f [yrxfenfto, Lat.J Perception beforehand. ' 

pre M !6 f of winds is exa &- Brown. 
1 XT , i • ad J' tprejent, hr. preefens , Lat.] 

1. Not abfent; being face to face; being at hand. 

f r,r7,| nC ' th f er of r thefe are any impediment; becaufe the re- 
g nt theieof is of an infinite immenfity more than cflmmen- 

V n u the u W ° r!d ’ and fuch as is moft inti¬ 
mately prejent with all the beings of the world. Hale 

Be not often prefent at feafts, not at all in diffolute com¬ 
pany ; plcafing objects flea! away the heart. Taylor 

Much I have heard } 

Incredible to me, in this difpleas’d. 

That I was never prefent on the place 
Of thofe encounters. 

2. Not paft ; not future. 

Thou future things can’ft reprefent 
As prefent. 

The moments paft, if thou art wife, retrieve 
With pleafant mem ry of the blifs they gave ; 

The hours ln pl ea fant mirth employ. 

And bribe the future with the hopes of joy. Prior 

fori r4f "S' “ « ^ 

3 - R-dy J h,od ; quick i„ cme rgc„cicf"' ^ ^ 
If a man write little, he had need have a great memory s 
f he confer httle, he had need have a prefent wit; and if he 
read little he had need have much cubing. ’ Bacon. 
is a high point of philofophy and virtue for a man to be 
h ™ fdf - “ “ >» W: provided a^inil all 

4. Favourably attentive; not negleSM, propitious! B/hw *“ 

Be prefent to hcr now> as 
And let not proud and famous men 
Againft your wills oppofe their mights. Beni. John fon. 

W^ L g ° dC v. n S ° ddc ‘ S ’ pr *f ent at the pray’r, J J J 
Well knew he meant th’ inanimated fair/ 

And gave the fe, of granting his defire. 

To N fi°n « C0U d ii 10pe / a,, y P^ ace but there, 

c TTnf fi d 3 g ° d f ° pre f e ’“ to n T Pray’r. 

5. Unforgotten ; not negledful. 

rii“ ps th ' f;verai ° b J' as a » 

6. Not abftracted; not abfent of mind; attentive^ 

The 


Milton's Agonijles. 


Milton, 


Dryden. 
Dryden . 
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